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all along the line.    Our left and our centre advanced &fa         j very slowly, in order to give the right, under Ney, ti*^14*    „ carry the town.     The marshal, issuing from the woo** ^ ^ Sortlack, captured the village of that name and adv^*/11* very quickly on Friedland, clearing everything OH his    *** ** -But in the passing from the wood and village of SortlaX* *^    * the first houses of Friedland, the troops had to march  "W f „ out cover, and found themselves exposed to a terrible        * from the Russian batteries, which, being placed in rear of town on the high ground of the opposite bank, caused i * * * immense loss.    What made the fire more dangerous wa*s   t * * " the enemy's gunners, having the river between us and til** * could aim in security, since they saw that it was                *
for our infantry to attack them. This serious disadva.3a,< might have prevented the capture of Friedland, but Napol* remedied it by sending fifty guns, which were placocl 'j General Senarmont and fired across the river at the RTXHS***M batteries, pouring upon them such a hail of shot as iii»*J soon have dismounted them. As soon as the fire of* * * enemy's guns was silenced, Ney continued his bold mti***" rolled back the Russians in Friedland, and entered pell— tf j*' with them into the streets of the unlucky town, whiol t * f shells had already set on fire. There was a terrible bary t * ? •> 1 fight, and the Russians, crowded one upon another ^*|J hardly able to move, lost very heavily. Ultimately they \% * ' I obliged, in spite of their courage, to retire in disorder^ 4** seek a refuge on the opposite bank, crossing the bnr It I ^i again. But here a new danger awaited them. &eit»Ki S^narmont's artillery, having drawn near the town, toolc f 1 bridges in flank, and soon broke them, after killing a          * * \
number of the Russians who were crossing them in t! inhumed flight. All who still remained in Friedland %% f - \ captured, killed, or drowned in crossing the river.
Up to this time Napoleon had, so to say, made his cc*t4? i and left wing mark time. Now her pushed them ro»j*i*t! forward. The Russian general, Gortschakoff, who cozruxxcuri.* |»j the enemy's centre and right wing, obeying merely his * »%% courage, wished to recapture the town. This would. 1**%^